The Union of Democratic Control was a prominent opposition group in Britain that particularly criticised the operation of British foreign policy and the role of "secret diplomacy". It advocated public oversight of diplomacy and was an early advocate of the League of Nations.
Europe's interconnected economies rendered a European war worthless.
Other prominent members included several Liberal and Labour MPs, the economist John Atkinson
Hobson , the philosopher Bertrand Russell and Helena Swanwick (1864 -1939 , who wrote its first major history. Besides local UDC branches, the UDC affiliated with numerous labour organisations and women's groups, declaring its support for "equal citizenship" between men and women.
The UDC declared its four "Cardinal Points" on 10 September 1914:
1. Affected populations should be consulted by plebiscite before transferring sovereignty of any area from one state to another. The UDC was (with the Independent Labour Party, with which it shared close connections) the most prominent dissenting organisation in wartime Britain. Its extensive propaganda and voice in Parliament as a small opposition group made it a target for hostility and suspicion. It was considered a "pacifist" organisation, accused of being pro-German and even investigated for German funding, though no evidence of this was found. As tolerance of dissent and criticism declined, the UDC and its members were exposed to increasing official and public pressure. Its secretary, Morel, was imprisoned for six months from August 1917 for violating the Defence of the Realm Act. Around the same time, the semi-official National War Aims Committee was formed and soon given access to police information about "pacifist" meetings and publications so that it could respond with its own propaganda.
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